SO                                        ANALYSIS  OF

be the power of darkness; and to shew that he was fully known,
JESUS called him by his proper name, and banished him from
his presence, as his divine superior, and rebuked him in the
language of SCRIPTURE :

" Begone from my siyht, Satan *, for it is written, Thou shalt
worshiping LORD THY GOD, and him only shalt thoit serve"
ExocL xx. 8, 4; Dent vi. 13 ; 1 Sam. vii. 3.

" Then the devil left him," confounded and vanquished at his
own weapons. " And lo, an(/els came and ministered unto him,"
and supplied him, we may presume, with food. These true
angels,, contrasted with Satan, lead us to think, that the latter
" transformed himself into an angel of light"

In the order of the three temptations, we have followed Mat-
thew, in preference to Luke, who transposes the second and
third, consulting the order of place, and bringing together the
two temptations in the wilderness. But Matthe'itfs order of
time is preferable; for, 1. It is not likely that Satan would
have dared to offer another temptation, after his detection and
banishment, and the appearance of good angels: and, 2. the
distance of Quarantania from Jerusalem was not considerable ;
nor is there any time specified by the evangelists for the dura-
tion of the temptations, after the expiration of the forty days.

It is remarkable, that JESUS was afterwards twice assailed by
the same temptation of ambition, or worldly grandeur ; first by
his own disciple Peter, deprecating his approaching sufferings
and crucifixion, whom our Lord rebuked as an undesigned
emissary of Satan- on this occasion, " Begone from my sight,
Satan," Matt xvi. 23.

Afterwards the same temptation was repeated, when the mul-
titude, in the wilderness, were persuaded by the stupendous mi-
racle of Hhejire thousand, fed with a few loaves and fishes, that
JESUS was " the prophet like Moses, foretold to come into the
world," and contended to take him by force and make him khtg,
or proclaim him as their expected MESSIAH, John vi. 14, 15,
But he, knowing their worldly-minded ambitious views of deli-
verance from the Roman yoke, and universal conquest and do-
minion, withdrew himself privately out of their reach.

Although the devil quitted JESUS at this time, it was only
"for a season;" having been foiled in the arts of seduction, he

* This seems to be the import of the phrase, fi Get tliee behind me."